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MUDIE’S BINDING WILL STAND HARD CIRCULATION. 

MUDIE’S USE ONLY ONE QUALITY MATERIAL—THE BEST. 

MUDIE’S EMPLOY ONLY SKILLED CRAFTSMEN. REPAIRS ARE 
CARRIED OUT BY A SPECIAL STAFF RETAINED FOR THIS CLASS OF 
WORK. 

MUDIE’S GUARANTEE TO DELIVER ALL WORK TO TIME. 

MUDIE’S PAY CARRIAGE ON TWELVE OR MORE VOLUMES. 


LIBRARIANS AND BOOKSELLERS ARE INVITED TO INSPECT THE 
LARGE STOCKS OF SECOND-HAND BOOKS IN ALL CLASSES OF 
LITERATURE ALWAYS ON VIEW AT THEIR HEAD OFFICE. 


CATALOGUES FREE ON APPLICATION. 
REGISTER YOUR NAME NOW FOR EARLY SECOND-HAND COPIES. 


MUDIE’S SELECT LIBRARY, LIMITED 
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EDITORIAL. 


Tus issue of The Library World marks the commencement of a new 
volume, and we take the opportunity of thanking our many readers 
for their continued good feeling and support. It is a pleasure to us 
to record the fact that we are able to enlarge this initial number of 
the volume and that we feel the time has come when we shall make 
such enlargement a permanency, without any corresponding in- 
crease in the subscription price. 


* * * * 


At the moment Conferences appear to be the subject of most 
interest to librarians, many of whom will be preparing for the 
Annual Conference at Eastbourne. We hope that the programme 
arranged will meet with everyone’s approval. There is to be a 
Publishers’ Exhibition at the Conference in the Saffron Assembly 
Rooms, as unfortunately this year it cannot be held in the same 
buildings as the meetings. We trust, however, that the business 
and social programmes will not be too crowded and that sufficient 
time will be given to the delegates to visit the Saffron Rooms and 
to inspect the exhibits thoroughly. This, at least, is due to the 
exhibitors who have to spend much time and work to make the 
exhibition worthy of the occasion. 


+ * * * 


We have heard that certain restrictions are to be imposed on 
exhibitors and that they are not to be invited to any of the social 
functions. This is a new regulation, and whether it is a wise one 
or not we do not feel prepared to say, but we feel sure that Librarians 
~ the whole will be sorry to miss well-known faces at the social 

ctions. 


* * * * 


We print on another page an article by Mr. G. E. Roebuck, 
of Walthamstow. This article was written in connection with 
Walthamstow’s Education Week. Mr. Roebuck also designed and 
had prominently displayed outside his library some very smart 
publicity posters, one claiming attention to the fact that it was 
education week every week at the library and giving interesting 
data concerning the number of people who use the library annually, 
the number of books available and the number of tickets issued. 
He also recorded the interesting fact that nearly five-and-a-half- 
million books have been issued since the library had been first 
opened. Another poster stated that ‘‘ Whatever your interests are 
your public libraries can serve them,” and recorded the fact that 
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books could be found there in most languages and on practically 
every subject from Abyssinia to Zurich. 


Now that Edinburgh is progressing rapidly towards Savagedom 
we are more hopeful than ever of the prospects of the new National 
Library for Scotland. The generosity of the Faculty of Advocates 
who offered their great library to the nation at the beginning of 
last year, and now the generosity of Mr. Alexander Grant, of Messrs. 
McVitie and Price, who has offered £100,000 as a permanent endow- 
ment, makes it possible for the seheme for the Scottish National 
Library to proceed, and the land o’ cakes need no longer be behind 
the rest of the British Isles. We understand that the question of a 
building has not yet been decided. Scotland has a wonderful 
opportunity to establish a modern working library, embodying 
recent ideas of architecture, arrangement and administration, that 
should be the most efficient for its size in the world, and we hope that 
our hard-headed friends will see that the opportunity is taken. 


* * * * 


The display of library work at a large Educational Exhibition 
held in the Westminster Training College and the Home Office 
Industrial Museum was especially interesting and noteworthy as 
showing that at last Educationalists are beginning to realise how 
immensely useful an efficient library service may prove to them. 
Further particulars of the Exhibition appear on another page. 


* * * * 


Another Conference—there seems to be an epidemic of them 
just now, and we are pleased to record the fact—has recently been 
held in Dublin at which excellent papers were read by Mr. Frank 
Pacy, Hon. Secretary of the Library Association; Mr. Duncan 
Gray, the new Borough Librarian of Marylebone ; and Mr. John 
Roy, of Rathmines, amongst others. 

* * * 


A bronze medallion portrait which has been erected by the 
Corporation of Glasgow in the Mitchell Library to commemorate 
Francis Thornton Barrett, LL.D., the late librarian of the city, 
was unveiled recently by the Lord Provost, Sir Thomas Paxton, 
Bart. The portrait is placed on the wall of the north corridor of the 
library. It bears an inscription stating that Dr. Barrett was 
the first librarian of the Mitchell Library, his appointment dating 
from 1877, and that he held the position of city hbrarian from 1901 
till 1915. The inscription records that the memorial has been 
erected by the Corporation “in appreciation of his distinguished 
services in initiating and developing public libraries throughout 
the city.” The portrait is the work of Mr. G, H. Paulin. 


We believe that it is the intention of the Library Association 
to tackle the Nett Book question at the Eastbourne Conference, 
and that the President of the Booksellers’ Association is to be 
invited to be present at the discussion. 
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OUR PUBLIC LIBRARIES AS AIDS TO 
EDUCATION. 
By Geo. Ep. Roesuck, Chief Librarian of Walthamstow. 


THE time is now long past when public libraries were considered 
the Cinderellas of municipal services, but even to-day there is a 
woeful lack in certain quarters of information concerning these 
local storehouses of knowledge, therefore it may be opportune in 
Education Week to draw the attention of Walthamstow people 
to the part their public libraries play in the great scheme dia 
education. 

Opened in 1895, this institution has grown constantly in the 
twenty-eight years of its existence from a small, almost negligible 
collection of books stored in a double-fronted house, to the magni- 
ficent stock of nearly 50,000 volumes under the roof of the finest 
architectural erection in the town, lete with the up-to-date 
equipment necessary for the handling of books in great quantities 
and accessible to all, young and old, student or general reader. 

It must be clear to the most casual observer that 50,000 books 
open to and constantly in use by 15,600 registered readers are 
having a gigantic effect upon the lives and outlook of our towns- 
people, and we shall do well to take close stock of this engine for 
public advancement, seeing how it works, so that we may be able 
to form some estimate of its capabilities. 

As a factor in local education its agency is enormous. Dividi 
its influence into two main channels, we can consider its potenti 
value to (a) the children, and (6) the adult population. 

Nearly 6,000 school children regularly attend our libraries, 
and are admitted, without any restrictions, direct to the book- 
shelves. Apart entirely from the influence of the books thus thrown 
open to their use, every child coming to our libraries learns one 
important lesson in civics—its right to the ordinary privileges of a 
citizen. A public institution becomes to the children an institution 
for them by right, and they gain an education in this direction. 
They are introduced to the advantages of collective operation and 
to the give and take necessary in all who are to live rightly with 
their fellows. 

But the primary influence comes from the books read. Over 
a million books have been circulated amongst our children—he 
would need to be a wise man who would attempt to estimate the 
effects of this. The young folk are unrestricted in any way ; works 
of fiction, healthy inspiriting books, are side by side with those 
dealing in an elementary manner with history, science, handicraft, 
and the several other divisions of knowledge and interest. The 
children borrow whatever they like, and that the libraries are 
popular with them is proved by the records showing that year in, 
year out, this department is used to 91 per cent. of its possible 
service. The children’s department of our libraries is one of the 
best in Great Britain. It has made for wider information and 
wider interests, and has provided profitable recreation for leisure 
hours and a general brightness in the lives and outlook of our young 


people. 
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Nearly 10,000 adults are on the register of borrowers, too! 
For them a fine stock of books is provided, carefully selected and 
covering every conceivable branch of human knowl . Itis an 
education in itself to stroll through the long avenues of bookstacks 
to note the many differing subjects represented and the correlation 
of one class of books with others on subjects akin. No person in 
Walthamstow need go without full and authoritative information 
on any point—the libraries provide means to all requirements. 
In addition, there is a large stock of over 10,000 works of 
fiction to relax the mind and help to put on one side for awhile 
the cares of the everyday round. To our lending libraries 2,000 
3 persons come daily, and it is one of the sights of Walthamstow 
ii to see the long queues of readers waiting to pass the barriers on 
busy evenings. 
The Reference Library is a more special collection of 5,000 
ie books of the kind used for consultative purposes rather than for 
out-and-out reading. This department attracts 10,000 people 
each year who come for information on an endless variety of topics, 
and seldom do they fail to gain what they seek from a valuable 
and varied stock of special books, aided by a staff competent and 
willing to assist on all occasions. 

As a headquarters for the University Extension Movement, 
the local Antiquarian Society, art and handicraft organisations ; 
as an information bureau and a meeting-place between Justices 
of the Peace and the thousands who annually seek legal informa- 
tion; as a distributing agency of half-a-million books each year 
to 16,000 of our townspeople, young and old, our public libraries 
are serving an excellent purpose and exerting an inestimable influ- 
ence for public good and social betterment. 


[Reprinted from “‘ Walthamstow Education Week,” July 2nd- 
7th, 1923.) 


A SUBJECT INDEX TO THE LIBRARY OF THE 
BRITISH MUSEUM. 


I NOTICE in the current number of the official journal of the Library 
Association a paragraph indicating that there still exists in the 
English library profession at least one member, of the stern unbend- 
ing Tory type, who pins his faith to the author catalogue pure and 
simple, and considers that the demand for a subject catalogue 
of the National Library emanates from those who luxuriate in 
“the trivialities of copyright deposit,” “‘ the masses of superseded 
learning,” or “‘ dead controversies.” 

The writer, who, by the way, is reviewing the second volume 
of the Subject Index of the London Library, appears to labour 
under the impression that the London Library has all the books of 
value to scholars, and that the books the British Museum has in 
addition are merely supernumerary rubbish. Neither of these 
ideas come within a thousand miles of the truth. 

I turn to another page of the same number of the “ Library 
Association Record” and find an appreciative review of a great 


BOOKS For LIBRARIES 


The R.T.S. are continually adding to their Catalogue new books 
on a wide range of subjects. A new General Catalogue (not 
including Fiction) has just been issued, and a copy should be in 
the hands of every Librarian. 


THE FOLLOWING HAVE RECENTLY BEEN, 
OR ARE ABOUT TO BE, PUBLISHED :— 


THE HARVEST OF A QUIET EYE 


A most beautiful reprint of the famous essays of J. R. VERNON. 
Crown 8vo. Handsomely illustrated and printed on art paper. 


6/- net 
PARABLES FROM NATURE 
By Mrs. GATTY. Large crown 8vo. With 20 beautiful illus- 


trations on art paper. In handsome binding. 
6/- net 
ROBINSON CRUSOE 


A new and sumptuous edition of this world’s classic re-set in new 
type, and profusely illustrated with new pictures in colour and 
black-and-white by STANLEY L. Woop. Demy 8vo. 

6/- net 


DRAGONS AND DRAGON SLAYERS 
By F. W. HACKWOOD. Crown 8vo. All about dragons in 
history, myth, and legend. Well illustrated. 
3/- net 


TEN YEAR’S DIGGING IN EGYPT 


by PROFESSOR FLINDERS PETRIE. A re-issue of this 
famous book on Egyptian Exploration. Over 100 illustrations. 


3/- net 
GREAT HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES 


By the Rev. W. J. LIMMER SHEPPARD, M.A. Containing 
the striking histories of nearly one hundred of our most popular 
hymns. Crown 8vo. Also in paper boards, 2/6 net. 

3/6 net 


THE HOMELAND WORDSWORTH 
A collection of the shorter poems, selected by JOHN HAWKE. 
Crown 8vo. 2/6 net 


AsK FOR THE SociEety’s List oF Books 1n LIBRARY BINDING. 


THE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY, 4 BOUVERIE ST., LONDON, E.0.4 
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book on Printing Types by Mr. Updike, of the Press. 
It would be interesting to know whether Mr. Updike has been able 
to find all the type specimen books and sheets in the Library of the 
British Museum, some of which are not even catalogued, much less 
entered under their topic in a subject catalogue. May I ask what 
use the Subject Index of the London Library would have been in 
this case? But evidently the subjects - the Type Design and 
Type Founding come under the h ““ superseded learning,” 
or are they ‘‘ dead controversies ” fe al be thankful that 
they are definitely removed from ie category of “ trivialities of 
copyright deposit.” 

If the writer in the L.A. Record will take the trouble to consider 
the matter from the point of view of a scholar or of aresearch student, 
he must surely see the inadequacy of the present Catalogues and 
Indexes of the British Museum Library. The student of modern 
subjects is well provided for by the admirable Subject Index of the 
late Mr. Fortescue, but the book-producing world did not commence 
business in 1880 any more than it stopped work in 1500, as our 
incunable-loving friends might possibly imagine. 

Unless the student is lucky enough to be working on a subject 
on which some benefactor has compiled a bibliography, he must be 
absolutely lost when he starts upon the uncharted waters of the 
Mare Magnum. He will ascertain from the Subject Index of the 
London Library the titles of the books on his subject which they 
possess. He will then see whether they are in the British Museum, 
and if so he will take them as a basis and find in them references to 
other works on the subject which may or may not be in the Library. 
This work would be rendered unnecessary by the existence of even 
the simplest form of subject index. 


To use the catalogue of one library as a guide to another is 
not new. The Bodleian Catalogue has been used in this way many 
times. The Catalogue of the Surgeon-General’s Library of the 
United States might be used as a catalogue of any medical library 
with the press marks of the latter inserted in the margin, but this is 
because the Surgeon-General’s Library contains a very considerable 
SS of the literature of the subject. To suggest the 

talogue of the London Library as a guide to the Library of the 
British Museum is rather like sending a ship across the Atlantic 
with a large scale chart of the Mersey as her only guide. I do not 
wish for one moment to detract from the value of the Subject 
Index to the London Library. It is without doubt one of the most 
useful pieces of bibliography produced in this country, but it is 
unnecessary in eulogising the work done by Dr. Hagberg Wright, 
Mr. Purnell, and their staff, to suggest that the Trustees and staff 
of the British Museum need not render available the great mass of 
literature published before 1880. The justification for my con- 
tention, if justification be required, is the fact that there is in 
existence no subject index to German books between 1830 and 
1880, nor to French nor Italian books before 1840, and that our 
National Library possesses the greatest collection of each of these 
literatures outside of their respective countries. R.A.P. 


LITERATURE, 


The Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri. 

Anderson, Melville Best, Stanford University. A line-for-line transla- 
tion in the rhyme-form of the original. 464 pp. 8} x 5fins. 1923. 
Harrap. 
= ae Dr. Anderson has at last given us a modern translation of Dante which 

we are not afraid of recommending to a cultivated English reader.”— Times Lit Suppl. 


Shoes of the Wind. 

Conkling, Hilda, Author of ‘Poems by a Little Girl.” With portrait 
frontispiece. Cr. 8vo. 180 pp. 1923. Harrap 
“This volume contains poems composed during the two years since the publication 

her singing, and that she is growing i in humanness and vision.”— Times Lit. Suppl. 

The Littlest One Again. 

Webb, Marion St. John. With 4 plates in colour by Margaret W. 
Tarrant. Cr. 8vo. 64 pp. 1923. Harrap. m 
Readers of Mrs. Webb’s first book will be eager to possess the second book, which 

just os charming and original os her fst volume. 

Essays of To-Day. 

Pritchard, F. H., Author of ‘‘ Studies in Literature,”’ etc. Cr. 8vo. 
288 pp. 1923. Harrap 
This selecti tains thirty-f A tine Birrell, Joseph Conr: 

Santayana, Chesterton, Hilaire Belloc, Robert Lynd, Vernon Lee, 

M ton, Kenneth Grahame, Filson Young, Maurice Hewlett, Grace 4 A. Milne, 

Dixon Scott, E. V. Lucas, Roger Wray, A. St. John Adcock, Ww. B. Yeats, obert Brooke, 

Sir James Yoxall, “Al ha of the Plough,” C. Montague, R. B. Cunni ww: Graham, 

Edward Thom: NP P. Barbellion, E. Alice Meyuell A 

A. B. Walkley, Holbrook "Jackson, George Gi Ww. Russell, ‘Gosse, 

Middleton Murry. 

A History of French Literature. 

Nitze, W. A., and Dargan, E. P., Professors of French Literature in the 
University of Chicago. With 8 illustrations, bibliography and 
index. Demy 8vo. 794 pp. 1923. Harrap. 

The aim of the authors is to give a connected account of the main currents of French 
Literature from the earliest times to the present day. Considerable attention is given to 
the historical and social background. 

A History of English Literature. 

Albert, Edward, M.A., George Watson's College, Edinburgh. With 
quotations and many original exercises. 7}x5}ins. 544 pp. 
1923. Harrap. 

This comprehensive text-book is the result of many years’ practical teaching. In 
addition to the ~ gy: criticism of the chief writers, a considerable number of quota- 
tions are provided chief feature, however, is the novel exercises, which will serve to 
stimulate Nhe interest of the student in a remarkable way. 

The Social and Political Ideas of Some Great Mediaeval Thinkers. 

Hearnshaw, Prof. F.J. C. Demy 8vo. 240 pp. 1923. Harrap. 

A course of lectures delivered at King’s College, London, by Ernest Barker, D.Litt. ; 
Rev. A. J. Carlyle, D.Litt; E. F. Jacob, M.A.; Rev. F. A. P. Aveling, D.Sc.; E. 
Sharwood Smith, M.A.; Miss Eileen Power, M.A.; J. W. Allen, M.A.; and F. J. C. 
Hearnshaw, LL.D. 

Readings from the Literature of Ancient Rome, 

Pym, Dora, Girton College, Cambridge. In English Translations. Large 
cr. 8vo. 320 pp. With 8illustrations from typical Italian scenery, 
1923. Harrap. 


- of Ancient Rome to the under- 
standing of those who have not recei Guadedl olaseiien. The translations chosen 
andl talng by readers over fourteen. 


5/- 


2/6 


3/6 


15/- 


6/- 
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CO-OPERATIVE CATALOGUING 
By R. Wricut (Librarian of Middlesex County Libraries). 
( Continued.) 

Co-OPERATION between libraries in adjoining areas would embrace 
a system of inter-library loan of books, and to make this possible 
a union catalogue of all the books in the various libraries would be 
required. The process appears to be for the largest library to cata- 
logue its books, and circulate the entries to the other libraries who 
would indicate the books in their possession, and make any addi- 
tions to the entries. An alternative plan would be to circulate an 
interleaved copy of one of the large printed catalogues, in which 
each library would indicate the books in their possession. The 
latter course would save much clerical labour; but inasmuch as 
open access would demand manuscript catalogues, I fear that the 
method would involve too much labour and expense, and would 
be the stumbling block to advancement. The alternative is the 
production of a catalogue of standard books, preferably in the form 
of mounted entries, from which could be produced any number of 
union catalogues at the minimum of expense. In considering such 
an effort it is well to remember that during the next few years 
many libraries will be reorganised, necessitating in many instances 
the recataloguing of the whole of their collections. Thus such a 
standard catalogue would be of great assistance, and perhaps its 
provision would be sufficient encouragement for a librarian, who 
may be wavering, to undertake a task of such proportions. 
Librarians who make use of the Central Library for Students would 
also be in the position to add to their local catalogues entries for 
all the books in that institution. Fully catalogued and well anno- 
tated entries for standard books are required by practically all of 
the libraries in the country. Such a production divided among the 
libraries of the country would not be an overwhelming task, and if 
it were limited to, say, 10,000 entries, and the cards were sold at a 
reasonable rate, I feel that it could be made self-supporting. 

_ The question of mass production of printed catalogues arises 
more particularly in connection with rural libraries, where an 
elaborate printed catalogue is essential. Some of the counties have 
produced catalogues, but the majority have not yet undertaken 
this task. Thus there is an opportunity for co-operative effort. 
Two questions at once arise. Should a catalogue be restricted to 
the books available in the local library? and is it necessary to print 
in the catalogue the local call number identifying a particular 
book? To answer the first of these questions it is necessary to 
realise that the rural library systems are being organised on the 
plan of active co-operation with the Central Library for Students, 
which in turn is being built up with the idea of making available 
to the student any book costing more than 7s. 6d. in value. Taking 
into consideration the fact that here are two units in course of 
organisation, I suggest that the catalogues might resolve themselves 
into a guide to books, with any special local collections appended. 
Of necessity it must be fully annotated and the entries graded, so 
that each subject is in reality represented by a definite reading list. 
Under mass production such a catalogue could be supplied to 


BOOKS FOR LIBRARIES 


Healthy Story Books for Boys and Girls 
from six to sixteen, by well-known writers. 


Illustrated in Colours. Prices from /- upwards. 


PIONEERS OF PROGRESS 
Men, Women, Empire Builders. (15 titles.) 


THE STORY OF THE ENGLISH TOWNS 
London, Westminster, Bath, Birmingham, Hastin Nottingham, 
Peterborough, Plymouth, St. Albans, Leeds, She id, Pontefract, 
Harrogate, and Knaresborough. 


THE NATURE LOVER’S SERIES (4 titles.) 


THE ROMANCE OF SCIENCE 
By Drs. H. H. Turner, J. A. FLeminc, Sir Ropert Batt, J. Perry, 
C. V. Boys, AGNEs GIBERNE, and others. 
THE HISTORY OF THE ANCIENT PEOPLES OF THE EAST: 
EGYPT, SYRIA, AND ASSYRIA 


By Str Gaston MASPERO. 


Society for Christian Knowledge, Northumberland Avenue, 
, W.C.2. Lists post free. | 


AN UNIQUE DISPLAY of such publications as are 
topical and sufficiently important as to demand 
the attention of all librarians will be shewn by us. 


An interesting Brochure containing a short bib- 

liography on a subject of great interest is in 

preparation and should be acquired by all 
attending the Conference. 


F. & E. STONEHAM Lid. 


Libraries Department 
79 CHEAPSIDE, LONDON, E.C. 


Eastbourne Conference 
| 
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libraries at less than the cost of the catalogues at present produced. 
Moreover, by introducing a format of two columns to a page, using 
one column for the printed entries and leaving the other blank 
for the addition of new entries, a catalogue of this type could be 
made to last a considerable time. Another point in its favour is 
that future additions could be catalogued in relation to existing 
books. By introducing a call number for the books in the catalogue, 
the reader could make his requisitions just as readily as when a 
the ordinary local catalogue. I feel that such a production woul 

not only be of great service to the rural libraries, but would have a 
ready sale among the readers in the urban libraries. If you will 
agree with me that there is a demand for such a work, you will 
also see the need for co-operative effort in its production. No one 
library could attempt this work, neither could one library finance it. 

A catalogue produced on these lines would largely do away 
with the necessity of compiling special reading lists from time to 
time. Mention of reading lists indicates another activity for joint 
effort. I suppose during April quite 50 per cent. of the libraries 
have prepared reading lists on Shakespeare, all good efforts, but 
all probably just missing the standard of excellence ; yet all requir- 
ing considerable time and labour on the part of the staff. Surely 
we are sufficiently organised to permit us to resort to mass produc- 
tion for lists of this sort. For a few pounds an authoritative list of 
books can be secured, and printed in such numbers that the cost 
to the individual libraries would be less than the cost of the present 
reading lists. To pass from reading lists to the mass production of 
library magazines is not a far step. This recalls the efforts of the 
National Home Reading Union some years ago, which failed through 
lack of support. All these activities presuppose that the local call 
number is not essential in a library catalogue, while the principle 
underlying all these suggestions is that we have to provide for the 
time, which I suggest ts coming, when readers will no longer be 
restricted to the books immediately available in the locality. 

What. then. is the organisation necessary to carry out such a 
scheme of co-operative cataloguing ? In America, where composite 
cataloguing is in active operation, the work is carried out by a special 
department of the Library of Congress. Could not a similar effort 
be made by the National Library of this country? I fear not, 
because the British Museum is entirely isolated from the public 
library movement, while the type of cataloguing used by that 
institution is not what is required by the public libraries. Inci- 
dentally I believe that the British Museum do issue a limited edition 
of printed entries of their recent additions, anything from three to 
six months after the publication of the books, which is obviously 
too late to solve our particular problem. 

This leaves three alternatives of organisation :-— 

(a) A national co-operative effort in which all libraries partici- 
pate, either as working or subscribing members, organised under 
the auspices of our Association. 

(6) Definite districts surrounding large libraries forming cata- 
loguing organisations of their own, i.e., the London libraries, or the 
North-Western Libraries. 

(c) It might be left to private enterprise. 
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The active co-operation of existing libraries has not been suc- 
cessful in the past. “‘ The Subject Index of Periodicals ” has been 
roduced under these conditions, but without Mr. Hulme and 
is enthusiastic helpers, and the timely grant from the Carnegie 
Trustees, the work would have come to an end some time ago. In 
the majority of instances one can find sufficient volunteers to do 
the work, but the trouble is to secure the financial support. There 
may be more hope for limited zone efforts, inasmuch as although 
the number of possible subscribers would be less than in a national 
scheme, they would all have a definite local interest, and might 
be prepared to pay for it. Yet we feel that if the work has to be 
done at all it must be centred on London, which is the headquarters 
of the publishers. Undoubtedly every book catalogued must be 
handled, and this requires active co-operation with the publishers. 
To purchase all the books catalogued would be a burden which 
would be detrimental to the success of the scheme. Mr. Stanley 
Unwin, at the Annual Conference of the Library Association last 
September, said that the publishers would welcome any co-opera- 
tion with the public libraries, and we must accept his testimony. 
Yet I feel that this is by no means the most simple part of the 
scheme. 


Private enterprise is apparently successful in America, but we 
have nothing to guide us on this side. Attempts in the past have 
failed, and I understand that the most recent attempt has not yet 
received adequate support. One thing appears certain, that private 
enterprise will not succeed without the active help and guidance of 
the profession. 


The Book Selector is the most recent attempt to deal with the 
problem of co-operative cataloguing, and, in the main, I am in 
sympathy with this publication, which is limited to the cataloguing 
of new books, omitting new editions, reprints and fiction. The 
selection is broad, and, it is claimed, provides entries for about 
75 per cent. of the additions to any library. It is printed in a 
format that can be readily adopted to anv form of library catalogue, 
and although catalogue entries are based on the rules of the joint 
code for author entries, these have been modified to meet the 
requirements of actual cataloguing methods in use. All biblio- 
graphical information required in an ordinary public library is 
given, and the annotations make it appear that the editors are 
handling the books they are cataloguing. Yet I feel that if it pos- 
sessed a more official standing it would be better taken up by 
librarians, and its existence would be assured. Could not the L.A. 
offer to co-operate with the publishers in their effort ? How this 
could be secured I am not qualified to say, but I do suggest that 
the publication would benefit by receiving official help, and the 
profession would benefit by the maintenance of a high standard 
of work. In making this suggestion I must point out the dis- 
advantage of setting up elaborate machinery, tending to delayed 
publication. The first five numbers of the Book Selector have been 

ublished on the 15th of the month, containing entries for the 
ks published during the preceding month. By so doing it is of 
maximum use, but delay the publication of one section by a month 
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and its value decreases accordingly. Could a board of experts 
attain such punctuality ? 

The past and present of co-operative efforts provide a pitiful 
tale, the future depends on propaganda and practical demonstra- 
tion 


To sum up, I feel that no library is sufficiently powerful to 
refuse help, neither will it be able to afford to remain in splendid 
isolation. Progress can only be secured by mutual confidence and 
joint effort. 

In conclusion, I should like to suggest ible lines of action. 
Firstly that our Association should consider active co-operation 
with the publishers of the Book Selector, which may be looked upon 
as a definite experiment in an important library function; and 
secondly, that as part of their formation of a policy for libraries, 
they should form a committee to examine the whole question of 
co-operative cataloguing anew. Perhaps in turn they could secure 
the support of the Carnegie Trustees, firstly in the production of a 
composite printed catalogue for rural libraries, and secondly for 
the production of a catalogue of standard books, to form the nucleus 
for establishing union catalogues throughout the libraries of definite 
zones. 


ANNUAL REPORTS. 

By Harry Cross, Central Lending Library, Croydon. 
Durinc the last two or three months I presume that nearly everyone 
in the library profession has been living, or squirming, shall I say, 
in that sea of figures—the annual report. Most of our reports err 
on the side of tabular and diagrammatic presentation. ey are 
far too often masses of statistics, though I must say that in recent 
years there has been a very welcome tendency to depart from the 

after-page-of-figures idea in favour of a more readable form. 

t is quite the thing to give all kinds of tables—pigeon holes with 

ty little figures reclining therein and awaiting to be trotted 
orth to aid in the extermination of some poor critics. These tables 
are invariably bespattered with asterisks, daggers, and what not, 
to catch the unwary one who has the temerity to attempt to deduce 
some truth from the numerical monstrosity. Just to relieve the 
landscape we get some sort of diagram showing that were all the 
books issued during the last ten years piled on top of one another 
the Eiffel Tower would look like a beanstick ! 

This method of presentation always lays one open to the anti- 
fiction fiend. “‘ Ah, yes!” he will say, “ books issued piled on end 
two miles high. But extract the fiction and laid out end to end these 
books are equal to over a mile of underground railway—a much 
more apt illustration where your fiction circulation is concerned ! ” 

No doubt all these diagrams and tables look very pretty, but 
they savour too much of the “ blue book.” Further, they are, to 
say the least, unreadable and unconvincing, and it appears to me 
that we might with profit attempt a much more interesting recital 
of the accomplishments of the past year. 

If, as we think, the public library is a part of the intellectual 
life of the town, then I am sure that masses of figures and diagrams 
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as the only way of presenting a record of the year’s work does not 
do us much credit. 

There are many other matters that call for comment. Pages 
are often devoted to lists of periodicals, time tables, directories, etc. 
These are taking up valuable space and really do not form part of 
the report at all. A librarian whose library is taking its proper 
place in the life of the community is surely unable to tell the story 
of the year’s work in figures alone. He can have no difficulty in 
making up a resumé of the activities of the closed year in a form 
that will be welcomed by all sections of his public. Work with 
children, reading circles, literary societies, trade and commercial 
organisations, and last, but not least, work with the general public, 
provide him with numerous opportunities and material for a report 
that will be welcomed and will interest far more than does a mere 
collection of figures. Like the majority of library publications, 
the report can be a means of publicity, and it is obvious that a well- 
written pamphlet setting out the history of the past year, witha 
judicious sprinkling of figures, is not likely to meet with the usual 
fate of statistical reports—glanced through, shuddered at, and 
forgotten. 

If we are to awaken a keen interest in the libraries, then the 
matter in the annual report must take on a form that will attract, 


not repel. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


My Dear Beta, 

I am heartily in agreement with your opinion that idealism 
must play an important part in public librarianship. Everyone 
with an inside knowledge of the service must come to the same 
conclusion sooner or later. At the same time we must forgive the 
“man in the street” if he fails to penetrate our unprepossessing 
exteriors and find the golden core of ideals. A too frequent view 
of our work is that taken by a recent correspondent of mine who 
asked: “ What do you do all day long in a library? Do you have 
to read all the books?” And further on, “I wish I could finda 
job like yours, with a steady screw and no need to worry about 
trade depressions.”’ I suppose every librarian has met with some- 
thing of this kind, and has returned an answer as illuminating and 
crushing as that with which I overwhelmed my correspondent. 
All the same, this constant need of individual enlightenment is 
only another argument for the necessity of your pet scheme of 
general publicity. I am glad the L. & H.C.B., L.A., is making work 
of that kind a principal plank in its platform. 

Tue Doc Days. 

We have now arrived at that season of the year when most of 
the external and some of the internal activity of libraries ceases. 
You, I suspect, are broiling upon the Blackpool beach (or is it 
Rothesay or the Italian lakes ?), evolving new departures for the 
Autumn and Winter. Blessed Recess, when committees cease from 
troubling and the council (except, of course, that of the L.A.) is 
at rest ! 
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Foop FOR REFLECTION. 


It occurs to me as an excellent idea that our colleagues might 
occupy profitably the occasional hours of boredom that are inevitable 
when a busy man or woman ceases from activity and becomes a 
beach ornament with a little quiet meditation on one of the 
following problems :— 

(a) What proportion of expenditure, staff and general 
attention should be given to work with children? It is obvious 
to any onlooker that in some library systems the children are 
neglected ; while in others it may be that they receive too 
much attention. Taking into consideration the fact that the 
children of to-day are (or should be) the adult readers of 
to-morrow, is it possible to arrive at a fair average division of 
library facilities and attention ? 

(6) Now that local authorities no longer levy a special 
and individual rate for library purposes, have they any added 
powers in such matters as the curtailing, or closing down in 
whole or in part, of the library systems they control? This 
problem is complicated by the fact that many authorities have 
accepted gifts of buildings, etc., for the specific purpose of 
library work. At the same time, the idea is gaining ground in 
many quarters that a local authority has a more free hand now 
than formerly. 

(c) We all profess to be anxious for the improvement of 
librarianship, yet how many of us, by means of staff meet- 
ings and conferences, free and confidential treatment of our 
senior subordinates and opportunities for them to attend 
meetings of library committees, make any attempt to enable 
our assistants to gain the experience in library administration 
that is so necessary for their future efficiency ? 

That, I think, will be enough to go on with, and I hope that 
in a few weeks I may have the pleasure of hearing opinions on these 
questions from many of my readers. The result of an ozone-inspired, 
sun-baked, and sundae-cooled meditation, far (or at any rate, 
= yards) from the madding crowd, should be fresh and stimu- 
ating. 

Burnt Cork. 

Talking of sunny beaches reminds me of nigger minstrels, and 
nigger minstrels naturally reminds me that over two years ago the 
fiery politicians of the “ Little Bit of Heaven’ across the Irish 
Sea reduced the fine Cork Public Library to a heap of ashes. Since 
then nothing has been done to restore this institution to the public, 
and as the Cork Examiner remarks, “ the reputation of this poor 
old city for intelligence and progressiveness is down in the muck.” 
I am told that the fabric of the Carnegie building was left in fairly 

condition, but instead of refitting it the Corporation demolished 
it and sold the bricks to a local gas company. The Carnegie Trustees 
offered £1,000 towards the equipment of temporary premises, but 
this offer was to be withdrawn on June 30th last if no move were 
made to get on with the work. I haven’t heard yet whether the 
offer has been withdrawn or not. In the meantime the librarian is 
obtaining books by purchase and gift and storing them in the Art 
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Gallery. The Cork Corporation are in danger of being regarded 
throughout the country as being as capable of managing the affairs 
of their city as the gentlemen who reminded me of the heading 
above. 

Hope you'll have as good a holiday as the one I mean to have. 
Have you noticed that real holidays are never a matter of arrange- 
ment, but result from a fortuitous coincidence of Time and Money. 
As a rule if we have the Time we lack the Money, and if we have 
the Money we can’t get the Time. However, I hope you'll coincide 
this time, and come back looking fit enough to inspire the public 
with confidence in your ability to look after them. 

Now, it’s me for the open air and the plough. ALPHA. 

My Dear Beta, 

The comments in your recent letter on the new London and 
Home Counties Branch of the Library Association were certainly 
topical, though not inspiring. 

THE NEW MACHINERY. 

Too often I have found that a new organisation merely provides 
another opportunity for a nice select little circle of persons (“ here- 
inafter termed the Council ’’) to form themselves into 


A CLIQUE 
always in possession of what they regard as “ inside information,” 
which it is not considered “‘ proper ” to communicate to the “ out- 
siders,”’ otherwise known as “ members.” 
I am, however, hoping that the Branch will bring about 


A New ERa oF CO-OPERATIVE SERVICE 
which is so vitally necessary for the development of an efficient 
London Library System. 
we a recent writer on Co-operative Cataloguing said, we have 
le 

No REAL DEVELOPMENT 
during the last twenty years. We still circularize each other at 
appropriate intervals for information on such trifling matters as 
salaries, hours, Sunday opening (or closing!) janitors’ uniforms, 
size in hats, overalls for female assistants, etc.). 

Whereas modern business methods have tended during the last 
twenty years to become increasingly collectivist, librarians are still 
in the age of Victorian individualism, and, what is worse, are boast- 
ful of their antiquarianism. We were told at a recent meeting, for 
instance, with regard to 


Co-OPERATIVE CATALOGUING 
that “while some generally recognised methods in cataloguing 
would be helpful in saving time, any specific code or rules would be 
difficult to secure.” This, after all our efforts to produce a “ Joint 
Code” with which we expect our staffs to be familiar for examina- 
tion purposes. Another regards the cataloguer s “ individuality” 
as essential to good cataloguing. Alas! we have seen many startling 
<> of this theory at work. The latest depressing specimens 
that I have seen may be found in one of our much despised pro- 
fessional journals for May, 1923, entitled 


22 Tue Lisrary Worip 


Best Books. 

In the first place it may be said that there are no “ best” 
books in any exact meaning of the term. Apart from this, how- 
ever, the list provides many of the worst features of “ individuality ” 
in cataloguing (and incidentally in classification) which it has 
been my misfortune to see. 

We are informed that the entries “‘ may be cut out and used,” 
a vague phrase meaning everything—or nothing. But who can 
afford to spoil two copies of a periodical in these days of economy ? 
It would also certainly be very interesting to watch an assistant 
mounting the title-a-line entries. 

With regard to the actual cataloguing. None of the entries 
contain the date of publication. This, of course, is merely an over- 
sight. The abbreviations are inconsistent (in one entry “ docu- 
ment ”’ is spelt out, and in another abbreviated to “ docs.”) and 
rather crude. They are also out of place in a title, as in the entry 
for Barry. The existence of a bibliography is not mentioned in 
many cases, neither are pagination, maps, portraits, and illustra- 
tions. A new method in entries for joint-authors and editors is a 
feature, and the main entry for biography is under the author, not 
under the person written about. There are also a number of other 
mistakes too numerous to mention. 

With regard to the classification, a list which is for general use 
should be classified by the recognised printed ‘‘ Decimal Classifica- 
tion,”” and not be made a vehicle for the “ publicity” of ‘‘ Mr. 
Thingummy’s ” adaptations, revisions, improvements, elaborations, 
etc., etc. 

The “annotations” are, however, the real joke of the list. 
They consist mainly of publishers’ journalese, designed to tell us 
everything we don’t want to know about a book and nothing that 
we do. Just look at this for an “ annotation ”’ to a book on “ Chinese 

inters ’’—‘‘ Modest, authoritative, and readable.”’ Or this to a 

k on “Simon de Montfort ’—‘‘ Sound and readable.” The 
omission of a “contents note” to the volumes of plays is also a 
very serious omission. 

There is, however, one bright spot in conclusion. Holiday 
time is coming ! GAMMA, 
[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 

writers of “ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.’’] 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

Tue forthcoming Annual Conference Meeting at Eastbourne, under 
the presidency of the Marquess of Hartington, in September, 
promises to be both of interest and importance in library affairs 
at the present juncture. The Corporation and Local Reception 
Committee (with Alderman John Easter as Chairman) have arranged 
an attractive programme for the members attending, during such 
hours as they are free from the purely serious business part of the 
proceedings. To avoid the clashing and rushing times encountered 
at some recent annual meetings, serious effort is being made to 
keep the papers within lower number to allow of time for a reason- 
able amount of discussion. 


f 
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Monpay, SEPTEMBER 17TH.—On their arrival members and 
visitors will register at the Conference office, in the waiting room 
at the Town Hall, where they will receive their tickets and the 
Conference Literature. The office will be open from 10 a.m. till 
7 p.m. On the following days information will only be obtainable 
at the Central Public Library, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

The retiring Council will meet at 4.30 or 5 p.m. 

At 8 p.m. Reception at the Town Hall by the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Eastbourne (Councillor and Mrs. G. B. Soddy}. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH.—10.15 tiil 12.45, morning session : 
President’s Address, followed by papers and discussions, with 
probably an afternoon session, 2.30 till 4.30. 

At 8 p.m. Reception by the President at Devonshire Park 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH.—10.15 to 12,45, morning 
session. 

An afternoon drive possibly to Beachy Head. 

5 p.m. The newly-elected Council will hold its first quarterly 
meeting for election of Committees and other business. 

Arrangements will be made for an evening meeting when Dr. 
Albert Mansbridge, Chairman of the Central Library for Students, 
wishes to meet the Librarians of the different seaport cities and 
towns for a Conference in Methods of Co-operation in connection 
with library work among merchant seamen. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20TH. 10.15 to 12.45, morning session. 

Afternoon possibly free. 

7 or 7.30 p.m. Annual Dinner of the Library Association. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21st. 10.15 till conclusion of proceedings. 

Annual business meeting of members. 

About 12.30. Long afternoon drive to Pevensey and Hurst- 
monceux to visit the Churches and Castles, with possibly an exten- 
sion as far as Battle. 

It is too soon for the issue of a detailed programme of papers 
and proceedings, but the subjects to be introduced will probably 
include :— 

Submission of the Draft Report of the Joint Committee of the 
British Institute of Adult Education and the Library Association 
which was appointed at Cardiff. 

County Library Experiments : Some notes on the Conferences 
at Stirling and Dublin (Col. J. M. Mitchell). 

On the Reference Library (Mr. Walter Powell. 

It is also hoped to persuade Mr. Francis Thompson, Librarian 
at Chatsworth, to contribute a description of the Chatsworth Library 
on what will be a most appropriate occasion. Miss Joan Wake has 
promised a paper on Historical Manuscripts, while attempt is 
being made to secure discussions on closer relations between 
Librarians, Publishers and Booksellers, with a view to better organi- 
zation and supply, and it is thought that it will be profitable further 
to discuss the provision of Music and Musical Literature, which 
subject was introduced by Prof. Sir H. Walford Davies last year. 

Thus there is prospect of a programme both learned and 

ractical, and we welcome the fact that there would seem to be 
ittle chance for repetition of the somewhat acrimonious conversa- 
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tions which have marred the harmony of some previous gatherings 
—a feature, by the way, which is not monopolized by the Library 
Association; we have met it in other more or less distinguished 
societies when in meeting assembled. 

We have always been relieved to know that the discussions 
of the purely official and inner personal relationships of the members 
of the Library Association are reserved for the Annual Business 
Meeting held within closed doors. 

Again we may emphasize the desirability of early booking of 
accommodation, and any requests for information will, as far as 
he can, be gladly met by Mr. J. H. Hardcastle, Librarian of the 
Central Library, Eastbourne, who is the Local Hon. Secretary for 
the meeting. 

Note.—Announcement has been widely made of the arrange- 
ments for the usual Exhibition under official auspices, offering 
facilities for Library Equipment Fittings, Furniture and Appliances, 
as well as to Publishers, Booksellers, and Bookbinders. The best 
available accommodation has been secured in the Saffron Rooms, 
which adjoin to the Town Hall, and the whole space at disposal is 
now virtually taken. 

Extensive exhibitions will be shown by Messrs. The Art Metal 
Construction, B. H. Blackwell, Boots’ Booklovers’ Library, 
Chambers, Cedric Chivers, Ltd., C. Combridge, Grafton and Co., 
Mudie’s Library, Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons, B. Riley and Co., 
W. H. Smith, and F. & E. Stoneham. 

In addition to their other exhibits, Messrs. Grafton and Co., 
who are now Agents for the Publications of the Library Association, 
will show the Subject Index to Periodicals on their stand, to enable 
Members of the Association to examine this important publication 
thoroughly. 


L.A. EXAMINATIONS. May, 1923. 


PRELIMINARY 


159 Candidates sat. 3 Passed. 
MERIT.—Miss C. A. Austin, sry Miss E. MG... Leeds; G. E. F. Goring-Thomas, 
Aberystwyth ; C. W. Michel, Leeds ; E. Reed, Coventry ; ‘Miss G.’A. S. Saysell, Portsmouth. 


PASSED.—P. Agnew, Salford; G. . ‘Bailey, Watford ; Rg + E. Ball, Miss K. A. Beard, 
Miss M. Beattie, London; Miss D. B. Beckwith, — - Bethell, Manchester; G. Berry, 
Accrington; J. Bradley, ‘Blackburn ; Miss D. Bro “idee, Rochdale ; Miss I. E. Brook, Miss 
H. Brown, Leeds; Miss A. Bruce, Sheffield; C. L. gine w. ’B. Cook, Miss N. Corke, 
London ; Miss P. D. | hy Winchester ; Miss E. M. Crabtree, Rochdale ; Miss N. Croke, Southend: 
A. Dearden, Nelson ; Miss J. M. Dearness, Manchester ; J. E. Hardy, Belfast; L. i Harrod, 
London ; Miss P. M. Hesmondhalgh, Bolton ; Miss J. Higon, Stockport ; Miss L. ogan, Miss 
F. Hollowa yg gg Miss A. a Birmingh ngham A. Howell, London ; N. sf Ingham, 
Bolton ; J. Innes, Glasgow ; P. Jackson, Bradford ; P. R. Jerrard, London; Miss 
S. M. 7 Ta L. Keenan, 5 A. King, London ; Miss M. Kinloch, Darlington ; Miss 
I. E. Legg, London ; Miss D. Leighton, Stockport ; Miss R. B. Lewis, J. L. Luck, London ; xin 
E. M. McCann, Birmi mem 5 N. V. Mannakee, A. ia Marshall, H. Marshall, F. T. B. Mason, 
Mordsky, London ; R. Napier, Miss W. R. Percy, Birmingham ; T. Rawlings, F. - Rebentis« 
London ; Miss J. Sandland, irmingham ; Miss F. M. Scott, Manchester ; Miss G. A. L. Saunders, 
Taunton ; Miss M. M. Scott, Leeds; Miss A. Schofield, Accrington ; Miss E. C. Simpson, Worth- 
ing ; Miss K. M. Sta ies, Birmingham ; W. Stevenson, Bolton ; Miss (oo Glasgow ; 

. Thomas, H. R. Tiller, London ; Miss M. V. Walker, Huddersfield ; D. Wilkinson, London 
Miss K. M. Wilson, Glasgow ; H. L. Wood, W. J. Wood, London. 

ELEMENTARY EXAMINATION. 
12 Candidates sat - 4 Passed. 
Miss A. W. Hastings, S. J. Rutter, London; W. ghestin Darwen; Miss F. L. M. Webb 


SECTION 1.—LITERARY 
43 Candidates sat - I Passed. 
MERIT.—Miss M. Campbell, Brighton ; Miss M. S. 


PASSED.—Miss M. rmingham ; 


Andrews, R. Se Barder, London ; a Lente Me 
Miss E. Carnell, Exeter; Miss B. . Crawley, 


M. Dickie, Huntly; A . E. Dillon, Manchester ; H. Elliot arrington ; 
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Getty, Belfast; G. E. Glazier, ; J. Hindle, Blackburn; W. Hockey, 
toe Hunter, G! w; Miss E. I. Lake, ; Miss D. McCardy, Pere Bay A 
C. E. Meacham, Bi : Okell, Bolton ; C. Perriss. ndon ; C. Poole, Cardiff ; 
‘obertshaw, Bradford; Miss M. Stuart, tou; Miss E. Stubbs, Liverpool ; 4 
‘adsworth, Newcastle-on- R. Wa’ ; Miss E. M. 


Wi 
E. F. Wragg, Sheffield; T. Yates, Bolton. 
SECTION 11.—BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
27 Candidates sat - 19 


HONOURS.—Miss E. J. Farnol, Hove. 
MERIT.—R. S. Clark, Glasgow; Miss L. Fairweather, London; W. Threlfall, Stockport: 
PASSED.—G. R. Manchester; Miss M. G. Baker, Birmingham ; Hull ; 


; Miss C. S. Ferguson, Glasgow ; A.H 
Howarth, Bolton; M. L. Hodges, Lon C. Jackson, Sunderland ; 
AG , London; E. Patterson, Newcastle-on-Tyne; W 


SECTION 111.—CLASSIFICATION. 
65 Candidates sat - 30 Passed. 


G. “Fletcher, Taunton Miss Gla ar F. Foster, Bolton D. A. 
G pie, C. Hocking, Mi L.A. Johnson, Cc. 

] Kilmarnock ; R. E. Lyde, Newcastle-on- “Tyne ; Miss K. McVean, Glasgow ; D. b. Nich< 
London; W. O. Padfield, Cardiff; A. B. Paterson, ate S. Reid, Glasgow ; Miss P. M. Ri 
London; H. J. Robertson, Smethwick ; we H. E. Schletter, London ; Miss B. E. Sturgeon, 
Leeds; A. R. Williams, Birmingham ; ° Be Williams, Middlesborough. 


SECTION IV.—CATALOGUING. 


80 Candidates sat - 27 Passed. 
PASSED.—Miss M. Ae Tt’ Norwich ; Miss N. G. Allen, Newark ; Miss E. ¥~ 
Miss E. Brain, Coven W. T. Dunsby, ‘Birmingham ; Miss E. C. Felstead Aberystywth; 
Miss J. T. Gillies, Miss ’ Knowles, Glasgow ; Miss M. E. Mason, Birkenhead ; i G. O'Leary, 
London ; Miss I. BE. Ollerton, Hove ; Miss A. ia Glasgow ; Miss D. E. Proctor, Birmingham ; 
Miss W . Pugh, Liver Miss D. Rae, Glasgow ; Miss E. M. Ravenscroft, Liverpool ; Miss E. A. 
Russ, Bath ; H. J. rgeant, Birmingham ; Miss L. Smith, Norwich ; G. Stratton, Birkenhead ; 
Miss E. Walcroft, Lenton ; R. Waterfield, Exeter; Miss F. Whit Keighley; Miss E. M. 
Williams, Aberystwyth ; Miss H. E. Woodroffe, Birmingham; Miss A. O. A. Wright, D. R. 
Younger, Ww. 
SECTION V.—LIBRARY ORGANIZATION. 
58 Candidates sat - 34 Passed. 


PASSED.—Miss D. Bluck, Bolton; F. Broadhurst, Sheffield; G. H. Birm 

; W. J. re F. J. Cooper, J. D. Cowley, London; Miss K. M. Gayford, Norwich; 

T. Gray, Carlisle; H. B. Hamnrett, Miss . Harrison, Manchester; Miss K. A. Hartnup, East- 
gg” Miss H. LA Hayes, Glasgow ; Miss 's. . Hayes, Birmingham ; V. G. Hockey, Glasgow ; 
. Jackson, L. C. Jackson, Sheffield ; B. C. Jones, London ; Miss G. B. Jones, rw 

T. W. 


Sas A. M. Kennedy, es Cc. Lindsay, Birmingham ; W. J. Morrish, Norwich 
Muskett, London ; Nowell, J. Parker, London ; E. Patterson, Newcastle ; 
H. E. Roser, ot ng :; J. L. Ross, G ; Miss A. Schofield, Norwich ; F. Singleton, Bolton ; 
C. H. Turner, London ; Williams, Cam ; Miss M. Wright, London ; Miss D. Yates, Birken- 
SECTION VI.—LIBRARY ROUTINE. 
163 Candidates sat - 68 Passed. 
—J. D. Cowley, Miss N. Furness, ‘=o 
Birmingham ; Miss F. E. de Montmorency, London ; A. Rait, Glasgow; 


Mise Weston, Birmingham. 

PASSED.—Miss C. C. Adams, ape 5 a 6. M. Ainsworth, Wigan ; Miss E. M Archibald, 
Miss M. Ball, Miss N. Barton, Live: W. Batty, a Miss M. M. Baxter, London ; 
Miss K. Boardman, Manchester ; A 4 London; W. G. Bosworth, Burton-on- Trent ; 
.* Brereton, Blackburn ; Miss I. Burnett, Cheltenham ; Miss O. Chisnall, Birkenhead ; Miss 

M. Clarke, Cheltenham ; R. Cochrane, Edinburgh ; T. N. Cowley, Coventry ; Miss F. Critchley, 
Birkenhead ; Miss M. Cruickshank, London ; Miss D. G. Dance, Liverpool; Miss D. M. Darwent, 
Sheffield ; L Davies, Cardiff; Miss G. Feldman, G Ww; Miss G. Freee, | wich; W. S. 
M. Gee, Miss A. M. Gilliland, ‘Birkenhead ; Ww. A. Hahn, London ; 


Warrington K. 4 Hunt, London ; G. Jack, Glasgow ; Miss M. Johnson, Covent . Miss H. 
Leather, Southport; G. S. D. indsay, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; . P. Lister, 
Sheffield ; rp At N. Livingstone, Bolton ; Mise H. Macbeth, Miss B. McCahill, Miss M. McCrindle, 


Miss C. R. McEwan, G w; Miss D. McGloon, Cheltenham ; Miss V. Menzies, gy 
4 C. Mowat, Glasgow ; C. . Musgrave, Miss B. F. Nevard, London ; Miss J. M. Norris, Chor 

w. Oxborrow, London ; Miss S. Prophett, Liverpool; G. H. Rolland, Glasgow; Miss 
‘odd, Liver Coventry ; Miss arnoc verpool ; Miss V. atts-Read, 
Birming! S. White, Trowbridge; Miss R. Woodman, Sunderland. 


[For an early publication of the above lists we are indebted to 
the courtesy of the Hon. Secretary of the Library Association in 
et the information at our special request.—EpiTor, Library 

orld.| 
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IMPERIAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE 
EXHIBITION. 


AMONGST some thousands of exhibits spread over six different 
rooms—four of which were in the Westminster Training College 
and two in the Home Office Industrial Museum—it was no easy 
matter to find the subjects in which one was more specially inter- 
ested. However, in a room devoted to administrative questions 
a corner was reserved for the exhibition of school library methods. 
The display was especially useful in showing the different methods 
which have been adopted in various places to supply books to 
school children. 

There was the ordinary stationary School Library, now practi- 
cally superseded by the more modern method of interchange between 
school and school. The London County Council sent an excellent 
sample (though one was sorry to see so many of the unattractive 
“school editions’) of a collection of books circulated amongst 
their schools. The Kidderminster Education Committee submitted 
an outline of a scheme for circulating books amongst the children, 
and examples of the “reading-chain” method adopted by the 
Wiltshire County Council to cope with the more difficult problem 
of serving schools separated by some miles were also submitted. 

The work being carried out by County Libraries was repre- 
sented by the Annual Reports of most of the Schemes, and by the 
display of a sample box of books circulated through the villages of 
Buckinghamshire. The mixture of juvenile and adult books in this 
collection brought out a point which must not be overlooked—that 
the County Library, though often using the school as the centre and 
appointing the Head Teacher as Local Librarian, caters for all in 
the village, not for the school population only. 

The ideal method of catering for the children, though possible 
only in towns, was shown by schemes of co-operation between 
Public Libraries and the schools. The libraries at Bristol, Accring- 
ton, Halifax, etc., submitted their schemes of work, showing that 
they were supplying to schools books, pictures and lantern slides, 
were opening special rooms in the library for the use of the children 
and, in addition, were arranging library talks and lectures for them. 

A. S. CooKE. 


PERSONAL NEWS. 


WE regret to record the death of Mr. John Woolman, formerly 
Librarian of Watford Public Library. 


LIBRARY NEWS 


LowestorFt has just adopted the Open Access system. The building 
on the reorganised system was opened by the Chairman of the 
Committee in the presence of the Mayor. A warm tribute to the 
good work of the Librarian, Miss K. Durrant, and her assistants 
was paid by the Chairman in declaring the new lending department 


open. 
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REVIEWS. 


LIBRARY REPORTS. 

DARLINGTON.—Annual Report of the Edward Pease Library and 
Museum for year ending March 3lst, 1923. Librarian and 
Curator, F. Dallimore. Stock: 37,320; Lending, 24,890; 
Reference, 12,430. Additions, 3,174. Withdrawals: Lending, 
1,390; Reference, 1,118. Rebound, 3,703. Repairs, 7,000. 
Issues, 195,967. Reference, approx. 56,000; Juvenilee 39,983. 

This is the first year of the Museum's activities. Visitors, 112,655. Various 
special and topical exhibits have been arranged. 

ATESHEAD.—Thirty-seventh Annual Report. Second on School 
Libraries, to March 3ist, 1923. Borough Librarian, R. Lillie. 
Population, 126,700. Rate, 2d. in the £. Income, £4,197, 
Salaries and Wages, £1,510. Books, Bindings and Periodicals, 
£1,461. Repairs, Lighting, Heating, £199. Stock: Lending, 
26,173; Reference, 4,106; Additions, 2,015; Replacements, 
876. Withdrawals, 333. Borrowers’ Tockets in use, 10,943. 
Issues, 198,187. 

School Libraries inaugurated June, 1921, with 1,909 volumes, now total 
6,769 in the 38 departments. 

RocupaLe. — Fifty-second Annual Report, 1922-23. Chief 
Librarian, C. Stott. Population, 92,700; Rate in the £ in- 
cluding Museum, 2.57d. ; Cost per Inhabitant of Library Service, 
7.16d. ; total cost per Inhabitant, 10.01d. Separate Establish- 
ments, 5; Staff, 14. Income, £4,407; Expenditure, £2,767. 
Fabric Charges, £1,103. Stock: Lending, 32,642; Reference, 
19,548. Withdrawals: Lending, 1,728; Reference, 157. Addi- 
tions: Lending, 1,985; Reference, 238. Issues, 258,586. 
Borrowers, 13,056. Lectures, 18; average attendance, 220. 
Museum attendance, 97,986, being an increase of 9,666. 

* The Library statistics are arranged as suggested by the Library Associa- 

on. 

WATERLOO-WITH-SEAFORTH. Report for the 21st to the 25th years, 
namely, 1918 to 1923. Chief Librarian, Miss Kate Fearnside. 
Population, 29,626. Income (from rate, £1,400), £1,752. Salaries, 
#534. Rent, Rates and Taxes, Upkeep of Buildings, Heating, 
Lighting and Cleaning, including Wages, £419. Stock: Lending, 
11,911 ; Reference, 1,687. Issues: Lending, 49,740; Reference 
(recorded), 1,120; Children’s, 30,180. Borrowers, 3,518. 

The Annual Report of the work of the library was discontinued during 
the war, and figures and statistics are therefore presented for the last five 
years, namely, from April, 1918, to March, 1923. Outstanding features of 
this report are that the income was increased from 1d. to 2d. during 1920-21. 
The number of volumes added have increased each year from a total of 140 
to a total of 1,131, and owing to the withdrawal of soiled and worn volumes the 
net increase of the stock for five years is 1,613. 

The issues show a steady increase, and the number of borrowers now 
exceed by 254 any previous record. Visitors from other towns may borrow 
books on presenting their own public library ticket. 

In March, 1922, the Juvenile Library was converted to Open Access. 
In every way the report of the Waterloo-with-Seaforth Public Libraries shows 
increasing usefulness. 

LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 

EnG.iisH History To 1901. A Select Classified List of Books, 
including fiction. Fulham Public Libraries. 4to, wrappers. 
1923. Price 1d. 
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Only a selection of the books on English History in the libraries is con- 
tained in this list, general encyclopedias and European histories are not 
included. Fiction titles which are distinguished by an asterisk are some- 
oo ~—a by an explanatory note. There is an Index to Authors and 

THE READER’s GUIDE TO THE PuBLIc LIBRARIES, May, 1923. 
Edited by Edward Green, Chief Librarian, Halifax. New Series, 
Vol 1. No. 2 contains a classified list of additions to the libraries 
and paragr aphs of “‘Some Books of Humour,” “‘ The Condition 
of the Press,” “‘ Holiday Literature,” “‘ Halifax Scientific Society,” 
and a bibliographical note on the late Sir William Robertson Nicoll. 

Tue Bulletin of the Boston Pustic Liprary for January-March, 
1923, contains, in addition to the usual list of additions, an 
interesting note on the library of John Adams, with a portrait 
and facsimile of his note on Mary Wollstonecraft’s French Revo- 
lution. There is also a reproduction of the title of the First 
Folio apropos of the tercentenary. A valuable list of ‘“ British 
and American longer plays, 1900-1922,” occupies pp. 76-94. 

The LiBRARY OF CONGRESS published in 1921 a List of Recent 
References on the Income Tax. It occupies 96 pages 

The April number of the Book Bulletin of the CHicaco Pustic 
LrBraryY contains an interesting list of recent books on Gardens 
and Gardening, in addition to the usual classified and annotated 
list of recent accessions. 

LrBRARY OF ConGREsS. A List of American Doctoral Dissertations 

rinted in 1921. Prepared by M. W. MacNair. 8vo, pp. 252. 

ashington: Govt. Ptg. Office, 1923. 35 cts. 

In No. 4 of the Readers’ Bulletin of the CovENtTRY PuBLIc LIBRARIES 
is a special article on the history of the Cycle Trade in Coventry, 
followed by a Bibliography of Cycles and Motor Cycles, com- 
piled from the special collection in the Libraries. 

East Ham Pustic Lrpraries. Catalogue of Music in the Central 
Library. November, 1922. 8vo, pp. 62. . 

A considerable collection arranged alphabetically by subjects. Each 
subject is subdivided by authors’ names and at the end is an index to the 
songs in the Miscellaneous Song Albums. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 
Macleod (Robert D.) County RuRAL LIBRARIES: THEIR POLICY 
AND ORGANISATION. Grafton and Co. 10s. 6d. 

A recent reviewer of an earlier book on County Libraries receives excellent 
advice from Professor Adams in a foreword to this book. It will be remem- 
bered that the former, writing amidst the sumptuous surroundings of a London 
club, condemned en bloc rural library activities. It might well be for his benefit 
that Prof. Adams writes: “‘ In judging the significance of the rural library 
movement we must see it in its setting. . . . In the very centre of the rural 
community life of to-day is the library. . . . The library is something won- 
derful in its possibilities of life and service.’’ All will admit that Prof. Adams’s 
knowledge of library activities is second to none, hence these words of his 
must cause many to reflect who have hitherto scoffed. To such we recommend 
this volume. It is a readable book, and all must find something worthy of 
consideration and thought. 

The majority of the criticism of our rural libraries has arisen from a wrong 
idea of their policy. This has been well described by Mr. Macleod as “‘ the 
exploitation of the message of books—of books in action.”” The results 
achieved in this direction by the majority of the county library systems make 
it evident that they are achieving this object in spite of their great limitations. 
These limitations do not deserve the condemnation meted out, for, as Mr. 
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Macleod well says, “‘ down to date we have been merely feeling our way,” 
and there is no doubt that the county libraries are receiving far greater 

tion as a social service than have the town libraries at any time of their exis- 
tence. One Director of Education recently said that “ no educational effort 
in his county had secured such a measure of immediate success as had the 
County Library,” and quite recently the whole of the county libraries of this 
country received a donation from Lord Fitzmaurice—one of the pioneers of 
public library legislation—in recognition of the work done by his own county 
library system. Hence we feel that the limitations are only temporary, and 
that the future provides great possibilities. But patience is necessary. 

Mr. Macleod is not content with limiting his book to a description of what 
has been done, but provides a far-seeing policy for future developments. He 
would make the County Librarian the central figure of all rural social and 
educational life, inasmuch as all such efforts embrace the “‘ cult of the book.” 
Moreover, he brings up the all-important question of the small town library, 
and emphasises the possibility of their development by co-operation with 
county library schemes. Whether these developments will mature under the 
present form of control is open to debate. The author is not dogmatic; he 
sees the possibilities of retaining the library authority as a separate authority, 
and he appreciates the value of the library service under the auspices of the 
educational authorities. He, however, insists that in the latter case the library 
must not be a mere “ side show’”’ of that authority, but that the County 
Library Committee must possess ad hoc powers. In any case the fullest develop- 
ment can only be achieved by the setting up of some form of central govern- 
ment control. 

Mr. Macleod, in addition to being the first rural librarian in this country, 
has particular qualifications for writing this book. He was the librarian of 
the Carnegie Trustees, and has been in touch with all developments. More- 
over, he has maintained touch with American efforts, and throughout the 
book he makes comparison between the work of the two countries. In addi- 
tion to this he is now unattached, and one feels that he has been able to apply 
unbiassed reflection to the problems before him, thus adding to the particular 
value of the book. After discussing the rural situation, the author proceeds 
to describe the various associations for the amelioration of the life of the rural 
communities, and to indicate the possibilities of library co-operation with 
them in their work. He discusses the lessons to be learnt from the schemes in 
existence, then proceeds to develop details of organisation. Existing legisla- 
tion is critically examined, suggestions for future legislation and for the 
application of the law are made. All must agree with his views on the rural 
librarian. Too many schemes have been developed in a mechanical manner, 
and the writer believes that sufficient evidence is available to show that all of 
the progress that has been made has emanated from the counties where trained 
librarians have been engaged. Mr. Macleod might have developed this point 
with advantage. Something new to many is the County Library Survey 
detailed by Mr. Macleod. One cannot understand any scheme being started 
without such a survey, yet the author states that in “ no case was a lib 
survey made ere action was taken to float ascheme.”’ We think the author is 
in error here, and the writer well recalls a month spent in cycling around a 
county before proceeding to draw up a scheme of policy. That month’s work 
has been invaluable in subsequent organisation. 

It is unnecessary to enter into details of administration. In all points we 
find progress from the original scheme drawn up by the Carnegie Trustees. 
The writer’s experience indicates that the so-called progress is really a reintro- 
duction of the more primitive methods, and it is felt that in so far as charging 
systems are concerned we have not reached the last word in simplicity. The 
problem of the county library is one of transport, and here Mr. Macleod is 
most suggestive. Undoubtedly motor transport is essential, but we feel that 
at present library ownership is more expensive than private hire. Untimately 
the schemes will require a weekly motor service to all centres, and with this 
will come the need for library cars driven by librarians. We do not appreciate 
the worth of the American motor schemes illustrated in the volume—beautiful 
pictures of the people — around the car selecting their books. When 
do these cars make their calls ? Apart from meal times and at night, we are 
unable to get into touch with our people. We feel that we are intruding on 
the local schoolmaster when we call on him during school hours, and we do not 
feel that the housewives, let alone the men, will leave their duties at all times 
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of the day to select their books. American ideas are very picturesque, but 

they do not work in this country. Whether the American libraries are in 

advance of ours we are not prepared to admut, but in so far as “‘ money talks ** 

I suppose we must give our brethren across the water a point. 

Reflection of the whole problem of the book makes us realise that the < 
note is work with the adolescent. Our children are being taught to use boo 
in the schools; the problem is to bridge the years between leaving school and 
approach to manhood. If the continuation schools had been developed, that 

roblem would have been simplified ; until then it will be most difficult, and 
being a matter of personal touch its solution does not rest with the county 
librarian. The future is in the hands of the voluntary helper, and here we must 
say that we are confident, because we have such a fine body as the teaching 
= to draw upon. The next book on rural libraries must be a talk 
such voluntary helpers. 

In conclusion we would congratulate Mr. Macleod on his effort. His time 
has been well spent, and we believe that the book will have a great influence 
on the county library policy of this country. Yet we shall not employ Ameri 
methods. R.W. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

Hutme (EDWARD WynDHAM) Statistical Bibliography in relation 
to the growth of modern Civilization : two lectures delivered in 
the University of Cambridge in May, 1922, by E. Wyndham 
Hulme, B.A., Sandars Reader in Bibliography, some time 
Librarian of the Patent Office. 50 pp., 9} by 7}ins. 1923. 


Grafton and Co. 6s. net. 

The library profession is indebted to Mr. E. Wyndham Hulme for the 
issue in book form of the two concluding lectures of a course of four lectures 
delivered by him in the University of Cambridge as Sandars Readerin Biblio- 
graphy, 1921. Although printed separately, the author tells us that “ the 
underlying theme ” of the four lectures “is the same, viz., the need for 
uniformity in book classification as a preliminary to co-operative action in 
library administration and bibliography.” 

The author aims in these two lectures on “ Statistical Bibliography "’ to 
give an outline of the progress of human knowledge as revealed by the output 
of published literature, and the title of the book might be usefully amended to 
“ Statistics of book production in relation to the growth of modern civilisa- 
tion.” 

In his first lecture, the author applies the tests of book-production statistics 
to the growth of knowledge in all departments of human life. Records of 
human knowledge are satisfactorily preserved from a remote period, but the 
data of the statistician extend only from the beginning of the 19th century. 
‘ Literature constitutes the best reflection of the human mind.” But the 
practice of an art may have preceded its systematic exposition in literature, 
often by many centuries. Hence the absence of a literature dealing with an 
art does not necessarily mean that the art was not known or practised. 

Tabular Surveys of the Divisions of Literature in Architecture and the 
Textile Industries are given, the object of which is to show the order in which 
technological literature has evolved. 

The argument of the second lecture is that the modern upward develop- 
ment in invention and its associated factors must ultimately reach its highest 
point, to be followed by a decline in those forces, and by the introduction 
of a new development in civilization. As in his first lecture, the author applies 
the same tests of bibliographical statistics, in this case to the annual number 
of English patents, as revealing accurately contemporary movements in 
modern life, and the period at which a new development in civilization 
originated, and the circumstances under which it was brought into being. 

Statistical tables are included dealing with the International Catalogue 
of Scientific Literature from 1901 to 1913: (1) showing the number of author 
entries in the Annual Issues, arranged by subject ; (2) the order of the Sciences 
based upon their Total Output ; (3) the number of Journals in each subject 
referred to in the Annual Issues ; (4) and (5) the number of Journals indexed, 
arranged by Countries. 

Three Charts are appended: (1) re ting the annual number of 
English patents granted from 1550 to 1921; (2) the correlation between 
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DGD geen ent ts statistics, 1561 to 1921; (3) a similar chart 
for the United States, 1 to 1921. A Graph showing the Statistical Analysis 
of the Literature of Comparative Anatomy, 1550 to 1850, is also given. 

From the statistics of English patents Mr. Hulme arrives at some very 
interesting theories with regard to the growth of trade and commerce, showing 
that previous to 1766 the expansion of trade was independent of invention, 
but that since that date the two are directly linked. 

Whether or not Mr. Hulme’s ideal of uniformity in book classification 
will ever be approximately realised, it is for librarians themselves to decide. 
In any case these lectures should receive the careful attention of all librarians 
and students of bibliographical research. 

GENERAL. 

Hess (Herbert W., Ph.D.) CREATIVE SALESMANSHIP: Scientific 
Ideas for Salesmen, Salesmanagers and Sales Administrators. 
Cloth. Demy 8vo, pp. 339. Illustrated with photographs and 
charts. Philadelphia and London: J. B. Lippincott Company, 
1923. 15s. net. 

Nearly every library in this country to-day is making a special effort to 
improve and develop its commercial section, and one of the most important 
branches of commercial literature is that which deals with salesmanship. 
In England, it is safe to say that a really exhaustive work on this subject 
has not yet appeared, the subject being perhaps more highly specialised in 
the States than on this side. While it is true that the American methods of 
salesmanship differ somewhat from our own, owing no doubt to geographical 
and climatic conditions, the fine scientific study which has been made in the 
States of the play of psychology of seller upon psychology of buyer is exceed- 
ingly valuable, and must not be overlooked when an attempt is made to 
improve the customary methods in England. 

The work under review covers the whole field and deals with every possible 


phase of a physical, mental, moral and psychological. There 


are complete rules of guidance for diet, exercise, deportment, personality- 

building, and analysis of temperament. Each chapter is followed by the 

special questions and problems raised in it, and reading lists are given. Helpful 
diagrams and charts are also included, and there is a comprehensive index. 

“* The salesntan’s career,”’ says the author, “‘ is peculiarly constructive in 
every effort put forth. He is dealing with the ambition and desires of people. 
He touches life at points of inspiration, intelligence, ignorance and credulity. 
He visualises where there is no vision ; he breaks asunder darkness and through 
his logic gives certainty to the intelligence of events and circumstances ; he 
arouses the ignorant into an appreciation of the necessity and possibility of 

th in business, and he is everlastingly struggling against the credulous 
who neither believe in the laws of economics nor have abundant faith within 
themselves.” 

At the same time the book is not only theoretical, and Chapter X., which 
deals with ‘‘ The Article itself: Appealing talking points in arousing desire,’’ 
is especially useful and practical. If a fault can be found with the work it is 
that at times the author is verbose and that he has allowed some blemishes 
to creep into the text which might have been avoided by more careful proof 
correcting, but until we can produce an equally exhaustive work on these lines 
over here Creative Salesmanship should certainly have its place on the shelves 
of every library, commercial or otherwise. 

Nitze (W. A.) and Dargan (E.) Preston, Professors of French Litera- 
ture in the University of Chicago. A History OF FRENCH 
LITERATURE. Cloth, demy 8vo, xii., 781 pp., illus. Bibliography. 
London, Geo. G. Harrap, 1923. 15s. net. 

This work should prove very useful to American students because it 
combines in a manner somewhat unusual in books on literature a historical 
survey of the writers and the times in which they lived; but in England, where 
we are so much nearer the sources, it is too narrational, and too little critical, 
to bring out the salient values of French literature. Perhaps for this reason 
the latter part of the work, where historical considerations fall more into the 
background, is more valuable than the earlier chapters. The select biblio- 
graphy is exceedingly useful, and there is a full index. The plates, whilst in 
one sense somewhat irrelevant, add to the attractiveness of the volume. 
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Nicoll (Allardyce, Lecturer in English and Literature in 
King’s ege, University of London). DrypEN AND His 
Poetry. General Preface by W. H Hudson. Cloth, sm. cr. 
8vo, pp. 152, portrait. London, Geo. G. Harrap, 1923. 2s. net. 

contain the life story of a poet, attention being s y directed to his per- 
sonality as it expressed itself in his poetry, and to > Ae and conditions 
which counted most as formative factors in the growth of his genius. Extracts 
are given, and in some cases complete poems. It is a good thing to see books 
such as these again on the market at a reasonable price. 


Essays oF To-Day. Selected by F. H. Pritchard. Cloth, cr. 8vo, 


pp. 258. London, Geo. G. Harrap, 1923. 3s. 6d. net. 


A collection of reprints of short pieces by well-known writers, amongst 
them Chesterton, Hewlett, Belloc, Yeats, Conrad, and many others. 


LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES BRANCH 
OF THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


THOUGH no programme has been issued, the London and Home Counties 
Branch of the Library Association is now an established fact, and it will 
enter the arena of professional interest during the coming Winter. The 
object of those whose activities have led to its formation is to provide an 
organisation which librarians in the area may recognise as one operating in 
all proper matters on their behalf, supplying as far as possible a medium for 
the solution of the practical questions which continually arise in all directions. 


There will be no attempt to arrange spectacular meetings unless occa- 
sion seems to demand them, but the chief object will be to promote the idea 
of unity of interest among members, and to meet all legitimate demands 
for assistance in the furtherance of the Library Services. The ideal is some- 
thing in the nature of creating a centre to which any member may turn when 
in doubt or difficulty, with the assurance that his question will be 
sympathetically considered and dealt with as speedily as circumstances 
allow. This may appear to be somewhat “in the clouds,” and literal fulfil- 
ment admittedly will be difficult, but it is worthier to aim high, even though 
failure follows, than to be content with humdrum aspirations. So monthly 
meetings will be designed on intensely practical lines, and members will be 
encouraged to take an individual part in the affairs of the Branch, in the 
hope that the most retiring among them will feel this to be their own concern 
in which they may unhesitatingly take their place. This does not mean 
that only technical details will be discussed, or that the Branch will be con- 
stantly occupied with domestic affairs; on the contrary, the wider outlook 
will always be cultivated, and the necessity for inspiration and encourage- 
ment continually kept in mind. Librarianship is a high calling: service is 
its key-note ; the endeavour will be to keep these aspects steadily in view. 


To keep members informed as to the activities of the Branch a simple 
form of news-sheet is contemplated, and will be issued at such intervals as 
the funds permit. In some quarters the Branch was thought to be a new 
Association attempting competition with the Library Association, but it is 
now probably understood that the very opposite is the case, and that member- 
ship of the Branch can only be secured through membership of the parent 
body. In response to a letter circulated throughout the area, a full half of 
those qualified to do so signified their wish to be attached to the Branch 
within a week, and there appears every prospect of the new venture enterin; 
upon a progressive career. Library Association members in London an 
the Home Counties who have not received membership cards are invited to 
communicate with the Hon. Secretary, and any who have not yet returned 
their cards are urged to do so at their earliest convenience. The Hon. 
Secretary's address is: Bromley Library, Brunswick Road, London, E.14. 
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NOTICE 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BONFERENCE 


— EASTBOURNE — 
SEPTEMBER 17-23, 1923 


MESSRS. GRAFTON & CO. 


Have pleasure in announcing that they 
will be exhibiting at the Publishers’ 
Exhibition to be held at the Saffron 
Assembly Rooms under the auspices of 
the Library Association. Miss Frank 
Hamel, Proprietor of Grafton & Co., 
cordially invites all LIBRARIANS to visit 
the Stand which will be under the per- 
sonal supervision of the Sales Manager, 
Mr. E. G. H. Carter. 


~ 


Do not fail to pay a visit. A 
hearty welcome is extended to 
all. A special feature will be 
made of new ideas for Interior 
Publicity for Public Libraries. 


GRAFTON & CO. 


Coptic House, 7 & 8 Coptic Street 
LONDON, W.C.1 


Printed by FRANK JUCKES, 85, Aston Street, Birmingham, 
~ snd Published for the Proprietors by GRAFTON & O0., 8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, London. W.C, 1. 


